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Rainy season: It’s raining cats and dogs !+ @

Where | come from in Australia and most of Australia does not have‘a rainy

season! Most of the rain comes in winter and early spring, and by the time it is

Summer it’s hot and dry! Maybe twice in Summer we will get a summer storm that

will bring strong winds and lots of rain, many roads will be flooded, and roofs may

collapse. But as quickly as the storm came, it will be sunny and dry again within

the day!

In Australia sometimes rivers will dry up and only flow (have water) when it is

raining. My family's home relies on rainfall stored in water tanks as there are no

water mains (piped water) within our town.

So, while | have enjoyed the rainy season here in Hidaka-mura, | am trying to save

the feeling because when | return home there will not be beautiful rivers and lush

green mountains!

And a sorrowful goodbye---

| have enjoyed my time here in Hidaka-mura. | have only been here a short time,

but | have made many cherished memories that will last me a lifetime.

| will miss my walks along the Kusaka River and walking home with delicious

vegetables from my friendly neighbours. | will miss visiting the many delicious

restaurants in Hidaka-mura. All the amazing teachers, staff, and children | have

worked with in the last year have treated me kindly
and | have made many amazing memories.

Unfortunately, this will be my last magazine
article | write. | need to return to Australia to my
husband and family. | hope to visit Kochi in the
future, as | feel like this town and prefecture has
stolen my heart. So, while this is goodbye for now, |
know | will return to this beautiful town called
Hidaka-mura in the future.
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