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Mark's Last Entry :

My term as an ALT has come to an end. | have a great mixture of emotions:
appreciation for all of the things I've learned, people I've met, and skills I've
gained; hope for the next ALT's success and the student's futures; relief
from some of the difficulties of the job; excitement for my future plans;
happiness that | could have this wonderful experience; and sadness that it is
over.

I will be returning to Hidaka at the end of the year, but the close relation-
ships with the students, teachers, and other coworkers that | have devel-
oped over the past five years will grow distant, and there are many who |
won't see on a regular basis anymore. For that | am sad, but also immensely
grateful for the opportunity to have made those relationships in the first
place. To have been placed in such a warm, friendly village where | would
make an exciting new life and new family is something | cannot adequately
express enough thanks for.

So many people tell me that they regularly read my articles in this newslet-
ter, others greet me on the street or in the supermarket and thanks to all
this, | feel a welcome member of the community. | hope to continue to
offer what | can to the people of Hidaka when | return, albeit as a private
instructor to many fewer students than | have taught up until now. While
my reach may be shorter, | hope to teach much more effectively to those
students that do come and learn from me than | could in a large classroom. I'm looking forward to it!
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